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Sign outside the caretaker’s hut: 
“ Will the person who took my ladder 

please return it, or further steps will be taken”. 
 

Sign on Music department notice board: “Guitar for sale, 
really cheap, no strings attached.” 
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Have you heard any funny 
jokes lately?  Why don’t you 
send them to us.  We will be 
happy to print the funniest ones 
in future issues of our newslet-
ter magazine.  We look forward 
to hearing from you. For now, 
enjoy the jokes in this issue 

Below are some 
words from this 
issue of NExT 
Level.  Search for 
them in the grid, 
diagonal or hori-
zontal. Have fun! 
 
enjoy 
art 
sign 
scribble 
poem 
poison 
department 
guitar 
review 
ladder 
strings 
plotting 
write 
draw 
quotes 
joke 
yummy 
bake 
courage 
mission 

A  Newsletter magazine of  Art & Write  

artandwrite@hotmail.co.uk 

www.artandwrite.2day.ws 

Issue 2 December ‘07 

On Saturday the 13th of        
October members of Art & Write   
visited the Arts Depot at Tally 
Ho Corner in North Finchley for 
the Big Draw workshop which 
was organised by Community 
Focus, an inclusive multi-arts 
centre based in Barnet. They 
works to encourage members of 
the community of all ages, back-
grounds and abilities to access 
and participate in the arts. 
 
There was a variety of activities 
to choose from, like what you 
see in the picture to the left 
where images of kids were    
projected to the paper on the 
wall and they then had to draw 
around it.  There was life draw-
ing, cartoon drawing, sketches, 
painting and so much more. 

Above is a picture of Yémii Haas-
trup, the co-ordinator of Art & 
Write with her picture of the face 
of a smiling lady. 
 

The kids were encouraged to 
draw pictures that told stories and 
below is a display of some of the 
pictures the children drew on the 
day. 
 

Everyone had a wonderful time 
and we hope that Art & Write will 
be in a position to run a Big Draw 
workshop next year, as this is a 
yearly event that takes place 
every October. 
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Welcome to the 2nd issue of NExT Level.  We have had a 
most amazing three months since the first issue which was    
published in September. We have learnt a lot and shared a lot in 
that time.  We learnt that we can make stories from absolutely 
anything.  An example of this was when  we read a poem by 
Coral Rumble, titled Tummy Trouble.  The poem was about a 
school dinner lady who was on a mission to kill.  We decided to 
re-write the poem and had a wonderful time trying to build a story 
round it.  You will get to read the story in the next  issue of NExT 
Level, which will be out in March 2008.  The poem also gave 
some people ideas for writing other poems, like the one to the 
right, titled Yummy in our Tummies.  We hope you will enjoy it.  
You might get ideas for stories, poems or even pictures of your 
own.  Why don't you give it a go and let us know.  We will be 
happy to hear from you and your work might make it onto our 
website or even an issue of NExT Level after we have discussed 
it at our workshop.  Below is our    
version of the poem and we have 
titled it ‘Mission to Poison’, enjoy it. 
 
Mission to Poison 
The new dinner lady from Coulsdon 
Was on a mission to poison 
Her first course was chewy 
The gravy was gooey 
And the pudding made everyone ill. 

A poem by Ronke A. 
 

Our lovely aunty Yemii 
she does not like to cook, 
she does not like to roast, 
she does not like to fry, 

she does not like to barbeque, 
What does she like to do? 

 

Our lovely aunty Yemii 
the thing she likes to do 
is bake a spongy cake. 

A lovely, fluffy, spongy cake,  
that’s what she likes to do, 

to make our tummies yummy. 
 

Biscuits, crisps, chocolates and cookies, 
all of these we love. 

But non of these can we compare 
to our favourite snack. 

The lovely, fluffy, spongy cake, 
that makes our tummies yummy. 

 

Our lovely aunty Yemii 
she does not like to cook, 
she does not like to roast, 
she does not like to fry, 

she does not like to BBQ, 
but she does love to BAKE. 

Here are a few quote from some famous and not so famous     
people.  We hope you will enjoy reading them……... 

 
“To draw, you must close your eyes and sing” -Pablo Picasso 
 
“ I prefer drawing to talking.  Drawing is faster, and leaves less room 
for lies.” -Le Corbusier 
 
“Drawing is the honesty of the art.  There is no possibility of cheat-
ing.  It is either good or bad.” -Salvador Dali 
 
“The first writing of the human being was drawing, not writing.” 

-Marjane Satrapi 
 
“A line s a dot that goes for a walk.” -Paul Klee 
 
“Do not fail to draw something everyday, for no matter how little it 
is, it will do you a world of good.” -Cennino Cennini 
 
“Drawing keeps you sane.  It’s dancing on paper.”  

-by a mature art student. 
 
“Drawings are fun and they are easy to do.” -by Sam aged 6 
 
“Drawing makes scribbles come alive” -Yemii Haastrup 

Six year old Jamal Oreagba from Friern Barnet 
beat more than 9,000 other children in a       
national painting competition with his painting 
of the cheetah above. 
 

Jamal won the infants category of the Junior 
Painter of the year awards. Judge, Professor 
Maurice Cockrill, a senior academic at the 
Royal Academy of Arts, said it was inspiring 
and articulate. 
 

Jamal, who is a pupil at St John’s school in     
Potters Bar said he likes cheetahs because they 
are fast and he choose to draw one eating a 
kudu (a type of antelope), because he had seen a 
picture of one. 
 

A big congratulations to Jamal from all of us at 
Art & Write.  You are a real inspiration. 

Samantha Modder was born in Nigeria on 6th 
April 1995. Her father is Sri Lankan and her 
mother Nigerian. She has lived in Sri Lanka 
with her parents and elder brother since she 
was one year old. Samantha began schooling 
at the age of two and a half in Nuwara eliya, at 
the Glenfall Pre-School. At the age of seven, 
Samantha went directly into Grade Three of the 
Gateway (Kandy) International School.  
 
Samantha’s first book of poems, titled ‘The man 
who walked around the world and other poems’  
was published by Kandy books in 2005.  
 
She started writing from the age of four or five 
and her parents recall that she always had a 
flair for poetry which “when well written” says 
Sam “ is even more beautiful than a song and 
better than a whole book.” The inspiration for 
her poems comes from her day to day real life 
experiences of childhood such as having to tidy 
up her room, relationships with siblings and   
rivals at school to name a few. Her older 
brother Ariaan who has been a huge inspiration 
to her is one of the main protagonists.  
 
Sam who is not at all like an average 12 year 
old is also behind the charming black and white 
illustrations in her book. Writing is a leisure   
activity for her and she employs a delightful 
choice of words. She does not have a favourite 
author but likes Eva Ibbotson, Jacqueline     
Wilson and Roald Dahl. She also loves mom's 
African cooking and adores Apple pie! Her 
other hobbies include collecting rocks, empty 
perfume bottles and stamps. Like many children 
her age Sam enjoys watching most cartoons 
and loves comedy action.  
 
The book has been described as a child's     
garden of verses, and the poems have been 
described as natural, imaginative, funny and 
thoughtful. Poet Jean Arasanayagam said 
Samantha's poetry was of a very high stan-
dard.  She remarked upon the fact that she had 
expressed her childhood view of the world in 
beautiful rhyming lines and the fascinating illus-
trations that she had herself drawn. Many of the 
poems she pointed out were written when 

she was just nine, some 
even at eight.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the cover of Saman-
tha’s book which can be found 
at bookshops all over London 
and Sri Lanka priced at £3.50 
 
You can find some of her    

poems on www.writeclique.net.  We highly recom-
mend this website.  There are many poems, plays, 
and short stories by young people just like you 
there. 

Meet 
a real inspiration 

We hope you have been really inspired by 
Samantha.   
 
Now that it is Christmas season, why don’t you 
look out for incidents that will make a good story 
or poem.  Look out for funny things that happen 
over the holiday period and jot them down or 
even draw them.  Remember to always carry 
your note pad with you.  We look forward to re-
ceiving lots of poems, stories and pictures in the 
new year. 
 
Congratulations to Tola A., Jonathan M., Linda 
G., Olu A and Joe H., who all sent in the correct 
answer for the competition in our 1st issue.  They  
each got a copy of Ayo Igor’s book , ‘No More 
Procrastination, JUST DO IT’. 
 
Sorry there is no competition in this issue, but 
look out for the next issue for another exciting 
competition and prizes. 
 
Please note that we have moved our workshop 
to Hope House in Woodhouse Road, North 
Finchley. 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions for us 
please send us an e-mail at artand-
write@hotmail.co.uk.  We look forward to hearing 
from you. You can also call us on 07932 334 752 

after 6.00pm week days. 
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We have learnt one thing for sure, and 
that is that we can find stories every-
where and anywhere.  We all agreed 
that we now pay more attention to our 
surroundings looking out for anything 
that might make a good story. 
 
We normally share our ideas and see 
what stories we can come up with.  Most of the time we 
help each other  to develop story lines. 
 
Below are some sketches of some characters in a story in 
the making. 
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A group hard at work 

The dragon in the cave 

The journey on a giant turtle 

Baby whale found his way  home 
3 

A short story by Temi Oyedokun 
 

I walked to the double doors of doom with my little  
sister behind me, grinning as she thought it was quite 
amusing that the worst thing ever was going to      
happen to me.  The double doors automatically 
opened warmly inviting me in to have a share in what I 
call sheer and utter ordeal. 
 

I walked in, praying for some sort of miracle.  People 
were rushing about weaving in and out of one another.  
I could hear telephones ringing and the people 
screaming after every odd couple of seconds.  The 
smell was of medicines, chemicals, diseases, old  
people, (I have a very vivid imagination), pills and 
vomit.  The sort of atmosphere I passionately hate.  I 
guess you know where I was,  visiting the person we 
all dread –The dentist. 
 

We walked over to the receptionist and my dad 
handed over a crumbled looking letter. Ok, if you’d like 
to take a sit said the receptionist in the high-pitched 
voice that they always tend to use. I stomped to the 
seat furthest away and grabbed the first magazine that 
caught my eye.  I quickly scanned through it trying to 
look as if I was interested in it. 
 

The magazine started to shake as my hands began to 
violently vibrate. I quickly slammed it down on the   
table and started staring into space. Every time some-
one walked past, I tensed up clutching on to my dad’s 
arm each time. 
 

“Why did I let my dad bring me here?” I said to myself. 
“Coming here is just bad news!” I mumbled to myself.  
Needles, pliers, the whole lot! I suddenly unchained 
myself from my sad, sceptical world and came back to 
reality.  At that moment the dentist called me over, it 
was time for my appointment.   
 

As he called me over, I sat motionless trying to regis-
ter what was about to befall me.  I quickly got up at the 
faintest thought that I may be embarrassing myself, 
sitting like a lunatic in the middle of the waiting room. 
My heart was ticking fast.  My mind was all over the 
place!  I even considered deliberately falling and 
breaking my ankle. 
 

I walked into the room which was rather blue and 
bright, and took a seat on the chair.  I put on the dark 
shades and sat back.  Suddenly a bright light was lit 
right at my face; obviously my dentist wanted to get a 
good view of some good teeth to pull at. 
 

I tried to amuse myself by playing with the ring on my 
finger - as you do, but that wasn’t working as my 
nerves had conquered my whole body. 
 

Finally Mr. Johnson, my dentist was ready.  Unfortu-
nately for me he came back with a needle just about 
the length of the Nile river! 
 

Apparently you were supposed to just feel a scratch - 

not likely!  If you can imagine a needle being stabbed 
right in your gum, then you know what I mean. 
 

Although the jag was done, the main dose of pain and 
misery was yet to come.  I still had to get my tooth 
pulled out. 
 

Mr Johnson yet again was ready to inflict more pain 
on me, this time not with a needle, but with extra large 
pliers.  I watched every move of his hands as he got 
ever closer to my mouth.  “This isn’t going to hurt he 
said.  His words echoed through my head. I hoped his 
words were true. 
 

He slowly grabbed my tooth with the pliers and      
suddenly twisted the tooth.  I squirmed as shock ran 
through my veins.  All you could hear was crackling 
sounds as the roots were being torn from deep within 
the gums.  “Ok, here comes the big pull”, he           
announced. 
 

I got ready and held on tight.  I closed my eyes and 
then Mr. Johnson pulled out my tooth.  I felt a searing 
pain run deep within my mouth.  Blood was gushing 
out like lava from a volcano.  The pain was immense.  
“Just rinse your mouth with water and the bleeding will 
stop”,  he said, and went to wash his blood red hands.  
I picked up the cup and took in the fresh, clean water.  
The cool water healed my throbbing gum and soon it 
was all over. 
 

I walked out still in pain, but proud of myself, knowing 
that no matter how hard, scary or worrying something 
seems, with a little courage you will get through it. 
 

I had survived to tell the tale! 
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Tayo Fatunla was born in     
Wimbledon, Surrey to Nigerian 
parents.  Like most of the    
members of Art & Write, he     
developed an interest in drawing 
and writing  from a very early age 
and at the age of 17 he had his 
first published work in a          
children's magazine in Nigeria 
called APOLLO. He later         
attended the prestigious Joe 
Kubert School of Cartoon and 
Graphic Art, New Jersey, USA. 
He currently lives in Kent,     
England. 
 
As a designer, cartoonist and 
caricaturist, his work has been 
published by D.C. comics (the 
creators of batman and super-
man). He has held several exhi-
bitions in Britain, Egypt, Finland, 
France ,Ireland, Italy and Nigeria, 
to name a few. He has also    
produced several cartoons for 
books, newspapers, magazines 
and websites. 
 
In the year 2001, he  was 
awarded Crayon de Porcelaine 
for his contribution to press    
cartoons internationally at the 
Salon International Dessin de 
Presse & Humour, St - Just-     
le-Martel, France. 
 
In 2005 in the presence of the 
culture Minister, David Lammy 
MP, Tayo helped launch Reading 
Agency's UK's summer reading 
scheme with storytelling and car-
toon sessions to a group of 
school children. 
 
Among many other projects, he 
has been commissioned to do 
work for the BBC including the 
BBC web site in Swahili, BBC 
Radio 7 and BBC Network      
Africa.  
Tayo has held and continues to 
hold cartoon workshops at 

events, festivals, schools and    
libraries in the UK and internation-
ally.   
 
We are very privileged that Tayo 
found time in his very busy   
schedule to grant us an interview. 
 
Enjoy the interview. 
 
 
1.  Where did you grow up? 
 

I was born Wimbledon, London. I 
had my kindergarten, primary and 
secondary education in Lagos,  
Nigeria where the desire to draw 
cartoons developed.  
 
2. How did you get started in         

cartooning? 
 

It was in Nigeria. Firstly I loved 
reading comics…I still do and then 
the sudden interest developed 
from there my first year in primary 
school. And while in secondary 
school I started doing comics for 
my school mates to read. It was 
also in secondary school that my 
first cartoon was published in a 
ch i ld ren  magaz ine  ca l l ed 
APOLLO.  
 
3.  At what age did you decide to 
become a professional cartoon-
ist? 
 

I was already aiming to publish my 
cartoons after school. So while 
waiting for my West African 
Schools certificate (WAEC) result 
at the age of about 16/17 years 
(not sure exact age) I approached 
the Daily Express in Lagos, the 
first National newspaper to use my 
cartoons. 
 
4. How did you become a      

professional? 
 

I actually became a Professional 
cartoonist on full-time basis at the 
Punch Newspapers in Lagos. 

Those years at Punch from 1980 
was a breakthrough in my chosen 
career. 
 
5. Were do you get inspiration 

from? 
 

 Anywhere. From newspapers, from 
TV news and from the daily lives 
and experiences of people      
generally. 
 
6.  Who is your favourite author? 
 

My favourite Author? Possibly Alex 
Hailey whose ROOTS  book and 
mini TV series of the same title,  
inspired me to highlight the 
achievements of Black people 
around the world through my OUR 
ROOTS my educational illustrated 
feature. 
 
7.  What was your least favourite 

subject at school? 
 

Least favourite subject at school 
was Math. Surprisingly enough I did 
well in the subject. It was to help 
me later in the Business of Art. 
 
8.  Who are some of the cartoon-
ists whose work inspired or     
influenced you? 
 

Nigerian cartoonists such as Kenny 
Adamson, Toyin Akingbule, Morak 
Oguntade, Boye Gbenro and Dotun 
Gboyega. They made me love 
drawing cartoons. American legen-
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white cardboards but now I use 
mechanical pencils to draw on A4 
paper and I use Indian ink artist 
pens to ink my cartoons. I also 
use the computer to enhance my 
drawings. Sometimes, I paint my 
cartoons on the computer 
 
23. Do you think everybody 

can draw, or does it take 
special talent? 

 

Everyone can draw but it takes 
extra effort to actually become a 
professional cartoonist. The    
desire to want to be a cartoonist 
must come first before thinking of 
making money from it. Not all  
artists are good business artists 
so it is easy to be frustrated if 
things are not going as desired. 
 
24. What opportunities do you 
see for young people inter-
ested in being cartoonists? 
 

Lots of opportunities there are. 
Even more than before in this 
age of Computer Games, Manga 
Comics, Animation, Comic char-
acters made into Blockbuster 
movies there are opportunities for 
up and coming cartoonists and 
illustrators. Before a movie is 
filmed or a computer game is  
produced or a TV advert is 
filmed, they would have to be 
drawn on storyboards by artists. 
 
25.  Do you have any technical 

tips and advice for us? 
 

Technical tips will be to use the 
right tools to draw with. Sketch 
out a thumbnail of your idea    
before drawing it on a bigger 
size. Such approach is called 
PLAN AHEAD. Also, experiment 
with different art materials until 
you arrive at the ones you are 
comfortable with. Be original with 
your ideas as well and be aware 
of new computer soft wares avail-
able to enhance your drawings. 
 
 
If you would like to know more 

about Tayo Fatunla and his 
wonderful work please visit 
www.tayofatunla.com. 

city? 
 

I have so many….I will say cities 
such as Lagos, Rome, New York, 
Cairo, Miami, Helsinki and Barce-
lona to mention a few. 
 
16. How did you feel when you 

were given the award? 
 

I felt fulfilled in my career. My   
winning the award was also     
published in a French newspaper 
 
17.  Do you travel a lot? 
 

From time to time. 
 
18. Are you the first African or 
maybe even black person to be 
given the award? 
  

Possibly the first Black and African 
cartoonist to be honoured so. 
 
19. Are there many black       

cartoonists in the UK? 
 

Not many but hopefully that will 
change with time. There are many 
aspiring young black artists. This I 
know. They have a bright future 
ahead of them and a vast market 
to tap into. 
 
20. Did you encounter any     

obstacles along the way? 
 

I did. Everyone does. Obstacles 
are like hurdles. You must be fit 
enough to jump over them as you 
come to them and then you race 
to the finishing line in victory. Do 
not let hurdles obstruct your goals. 
People will say you cannot make 
it. It’s now up to you to prove them 
wrong. Oprah Winfrey said” Excel-
lence is the best deterrent to     
racism and sexism”. 
 
21. If you were not a cartoonist 

what would you be? 
 

I cannot think of being in any other 
profession other than in the world 
of art. 
 
22. What equipments and      

materials do you use? 
 

I use waterproof felt tip pens and 
markers. I once drew on large 

dary cartoonist and illustrator Joe 
Kubert also inspired me. 
 
9. What sort of stories do you 

tell? 
 

I love telling and retelling folklore 
stories from Africa and the Carib-
bean. I also like reading stories 
from books to groups. Then again 
I like telling stories from other   
nations around the world 
  
10. If a genie gave you a 

chance to make three 
wishes, what will they be? 

 

One wish will be enough…To set 
up a Cartoon school for all       
cartoon enthusiasts young and 
old to attend. I think the other two 
wishes will probably come out of 
the one big wish. 
 
11. What do you do in your 

spare time? 
 

Drawing! Drawing! Drawing!     
Always thinking of new ideas. I 
just love being around my family 
and watching my favourite sport 
on TV….Wrestling. I love football 
as well especially when Manches-
ter United is playing. 
 
12.  Do you have children? 
 

Two blessed children. One girl 
one boy and a blessed wife as 
well. 
 
13. (if yes) Are any of your   

children interested in fol-
lowing your profession? 

 

They do and they are proud of 
their dad. 
 
14. What is the Crayon de    

Porcelaine? 
 

It’s an award in recognition of 
one’s cartooning achievement 
awarded to me in France. The 
words Crayon de Porcelaine sim-
ply is giant porcelain pencil. It was 
given to me in Limogues, France 
well known  for porcelain and bet-
ter know as ceramics 
 
15. Where is your favourite 


